Commanders report to members of the Shediac Squadron May 6th, 2006

It is my pleasure to report to you about your Bridge activities during the past year. Your training officer, Frank Cook, and his training assistants and instructors have been very busy. Thanks to them there will be approximately 108 safer boaters on the water this summer than there were last summer.

I would like to take a second now to talk about our instructors. I personally believe that the Shediac Squadron has one of the better groups of instructors available to any CPS Squadron. I also believe that any squadron’s survival depends on the quality of its instructors. We can advertise, promote, arm twist, ETC. all we want in order to get the recreational boater to take a boating course but, if our product is inferior and/or delivered poorly, we have lost him/her forever. Thanks to every one of you for a job well done. I’m sure Frank will have more to say about your contributions when he gives his report.

Membership is stable at about 200 members. We seem to always get enough new boating students to join to replace those that do not renew their membership.

Our main form of communications between the bridge and the members continues to be E-SHALLOWS and our Web Site at www.shediac-cps.org. 

Bob Boudreau has done an excellent job with E-SHALLOWS and our squadron is going to be the poorer next year by not having him on our bridge. 

One important thing about having a web site is it must be up-to-date. There is nothing worst then logging onto a site only to find you are looking at data that has not been undated for months or, heaven forbid, years. Thanks to Wally Keirstead, our site is always up to date and I have no hesitation in giving the URL out to all I meet.

Our finances are in excellent shape. My thanks to Johan Spiering for keeping the books and for doing double duty since December by also carrying out the Secretary duties. Maybe, Johan, this will be the year when we find someone to take over the secretary role.

Your squadron was in a financial position this year to purchase a much-needed 2nd digital projector since more and more of our courses are being provided electronically. It was becoming a bit of an issue as to which course instructor would use the one we had especially if both courses were being given on the same night.

In closing my remarks, I would like to say how proud I am to have been the commander when your squadron made it’s first donation $186.00 ($1.00 per member) to the CPS Foundation. The CPS Foundation is an entirely separate entity from CPS. It is a charitable organization with the objective "To provide training and study courses and facilities in the field of boating, seamanship, piloting, navigation and safe handling of boats of all kinds; and to extend support to the activities of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons. 

The major source of funds for this organization is 'The Honor Roll'. Squadrons who donate one dollar per year per member receive a Certificate of Merit and a place on the Honor Roll. 

(Read the letter we received)

Thanks everyone.

Dave Bath

Commander

Shediac Squadron.

